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forged his weapon — the obiter dictum — by whose broad strokes was hewn 
the highroad of a national destiny [pages 122-123]. 

These characteristics of Marshall's opinions are clearly brought out 
in the author's discussion of his great cases. There is abundant evi- 
dence, too, of Marshall's " quest ... for the axiomatic, for absolute 
principles " (page 123). On the other hand, Marshall at times felt his 
way cautiously. The reader may possibly gain a false impression from 
the author's emphasis on those qualities of Marshall's mind which were 
most striking and characteristic. Even in dealing with the commerce 
clause, Marshall left a way open to compromise by confessing the diffi- 
culty of drawing a line between the acknowledged powers of the states 
and the restrictions thereon by reason of the grants of power to Con- 
gress. His pronouncements were not infrequently couched in such 
broad terms or so qualified by expressions elsewhere that his successors 
have been able to quote them for opposing purposes. 

Professor Corwin introduces the discussion of technical constitutional 
issues so skilfully that it seems but part of the larger personal story. 
At the same time he makes the personal story always contributory to 
the climax of Marshall's work on the bench. The early days in Vir- 
ginia, the direct and indirect clashes with Jefferson, the Burr trial, are 
aU seen as fruits of Marshall's constitutional convictions and as factors 
in their intensification. Jefferson's vain attempts to undermine his 
hated cousin are related in connection with Marbury v. Madison and 
the Burr fiasco ; and Marshall's serene pricking of his political oppon- 
ents is told to the complete satisfaction of those of us who still cherish 
the prejudices so carefully inculcated by the Massachusetts school of 
historians. Our greatest Chief Justice was a very human person. 
Professor Corwin does not spare him from criticism. But he leaves no 
uncertainty as to the greatness of the man and of his work. 

Thomas Reed Powell. 

Bulletin de I'lnstilut Interniediaire International. Publication 
trimestrielle. Nos. 1-2, Janvier- A vril, 1919. Harlem (Pays- 
Bas) H. D. Tjeenk Willink et Fils; La Haye (Pays-BAS) Mar- 

TINUS NlJHOFF. 

The object of the Institut Interniediaire International, the new 
foundation of which the present publication is the organ, is to furnish 
information concerning matters of international interest, not of a secret 
or private character, whether relating to the law of nations, to the ap- 
plication of law, national or international, or to economic and statis- 



No. 4] REVIEWS 689 

tical questions or questions of commercial policy. Such information 
will be furnished free or, if the executive committee so directs, at 
cost. The Institut is to be conducted by an administrative council, 
under the supervision of a Conseil Protecteur, four- fifths of whose mem- 
bers must be Dutch subjects. For the present the president of the 
foundation is Dr. Loudon, Minister of Foreign Affairs, while the 
president of the Conseil Protecteur is Dr. van Karnebeek , Minister of 
State. 

The word intermediaire is intended to denote that the purpose 
of the foundation is to serve as a link between those who desire to in- 
crease their knowledge of the institutions and conditions of countries 
other than their own. A person in China wishes to learn some detail 
concerning Spain j a person in England wants information about 
Russia, or in Chile about Belgium, or in Germany about Peru, and so 
on : the Institut offers itself as an intermediary. 

The first place in the present bulletin is given to a collection of 
documents designed to show the "genesis of the peace". These 
documents embrace President Wilson's Fourteen Points of January n, 
his four points of February 12 and his speech of September 27, 191 8 ; 
the Vienna note of September 14, 1918; Mr. Balfour's London 
speech ; the various armistices ; and other papers, covering altogether 
pages 25-104 of the bulletin. In some instances the date given is 
that of the journal from which the text is taken and not that of the 
utterance itself, while the language also is perhaps that of the journal 
and not that of the speaker or writer. The rule on these points is not 
uniform. From the scientific point of view the original text should 
be given as far as possible. Probably stricter attention will be paid to 
this in future issues. 

The next seventy-five pages are devoted to private international 
law or, as it is commonly called in English-speaking countries, the 
"conflict of laws". Then follow papers relating to double taxation 
(pages 178-196), international contractual relations (200-232), 
Zionism (233-245) and the war (246-258). In conclusion there 
are answers to questions (259-272). The questions relate chiefly to 
points of law. Experience no doubt will lead to the conclusion, which 
many of the present responses would seem to foreshadow, that, so far 
as such inquiries seek to elicit opinions, the attempt to answer them 
is more difficult than it is useful. 

The object of the new foundation is altogether praiseworthy, and its 
success will depend not only upon the intelligence and fidelity of those 
by whom its work is carried on but also upon their possession of ade- 
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quate resources to enable them to obtain the materials which they 
need. The gathering of authentic documentary materials is not an 
easy matter, nor is it inexpensive. It requires organization and con- 
stant watchfulness. The mere republication, in collected form, of 
materials, documentary or otherwise, gleaned from newspapers and 
periodicals, while it might be useful as grist for journalists, would not 
meet the requirements of scientific inquirers. 

J. B. Moore. 

Effects of the War upon Insurance, with Special Reference to 
the Substitution of Insurance for Pensions. By William F. Gep- 
hart. New York, Oxford University Press, 1918. — vi, 302 pp. 

Professor Gephart's contribution to the Preliminary Economic Studies 
of the War, edited by Professor David Kinley for the Division of Eco- 
nomics and History of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
is a compilation of quotations , forms and figures, with certain incidental 
remarks, rather than a study. It was impossible at the time it was pre- 
pared, December 1, 1917, to write anything approaching a complete 
study, since only data from the early period of the war were available. 
It will, therefore, be found that the original portion of the text dis- 
cusses in a very general way the actual and possible effects of the war 
on insurance. The quotations, largely from The Economic World, furn- 
ish a considerable body of interesting material on the results of the war, 
but leave one with an impression of indefiniteness and the feeling that 
many of them might better have been relegated to the appendices, 
leaving the author free to develop his subject in a compact, logical and 
more completely original statement. At almost no point in the book 
has the author attempted to make statistical studies of his own. Statis- 
tics there are in profusion, but practically all of them are contained in 
the quotations, so that they do not contribute so directly or so con- 
cisely to the discussion as might be wished. 

As an example of the inadequacy of certain quotations, that from a 
" Memorandum ... on the Law of Trading with Enemy " given on 
pages 25 and following may be taken. This memorandum begins with 
three headings containing statements of points of law governing trading 
with the enemy, supported by citations and excerpts from judicial opin- 
ions. Further headings contain only the subjects treated in the ex- 
cerpts or citations to which they refer, while on several subjects for 
which citations alone are given it would be necessary to go to the 
original opinions in order to learn what decisions had been rendered. 
Here, as in many other places, a simple, clear statement of the prin- 



